
LAKELAND EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC.  
EDUCATION PROJECT GRANTS  
 

 
Detail of Nature and Scope of Grant Awards  
 

The LAKELAND EDUCATION FOUNDATION, INC. shall provide financial support for worthy projects or 
activities that will enhance the educational experience of students in the Lakeland district. This document 
outlines the criteria that will be used in deciding which applications receive funding. It also provides detailed 
instructions for completing the application form.  
 
Eligibility:  
 
Any Lakeland School District parent/teacher organization, teacher, administrator, staff member as well 
as any Lakeland student who is being guided and directed with a staff member's support, may apply for support.
 
Types of projects that may be supported:  
 
There are no pre-defined restrictions. In-class activities, field trips, and extracurricular activities are all open to 
consideration. Generally, LEF will not fund transportation (i.e. grant requests solely funding transportation to 
an event) and food/beverage expense requests. Monies are intended to directly fund educational endeavors.  
 
Criteria for granting awards:  
 
Primary consideration will be given to those projects that will have a positive influence on the educational 
experience of the target student population. The term "educational experience" is intended here to be 
interpreted in a very broad sense. Although proposed activities may be directly related to curricular topics, 
they need not be. Projects aimed at attitude and value development or career exploration, to give two examples, 
are eligible for support. Projects that are primarily sports oriented, however, will be given a low priority. 
Projects that explicitly address one or more of the District Graduation Goals will be considered particularly 
appropriate for funding.  
 
Because the mission of the Foundation is to enhance the experience of our children, a second major criterion 
will be that the project could not be supported by regular school budgets. Trial projects that might later become 
supported by regular school budgets, however, are eligible for Foundation support.  
 
Another important criterion will be the degree of innovation in the proposed project. This is particularly 
important if it appears that the novelty of the proposed activity will elicit a positive response from the target 
student population.  
 
The target student population will be another important element in the evaluation of applications. High impact 
activities for a small number of students (even as few as a single student) and broader impact activities targeted 
at larger groups will both be considered. Because the Foundation's funds are limited, there will be some 
attempt to distribute awards so that many schools and age groups may benefit. Nonetheless, only meritorious 
proposals will be funded.  
 
There has been an attempt to simplify the application form as much as possible. Those proposals that are 
presented clearly and convincingly within the confines of the form stand the best chance of being funded.  



The Foundation reserves the right to request a personal interview with any applicant for the purpose of 
clarifying issues that might not be addressed satisfactorily in the written application.  
 
Conditions of the award:  
 
Grants will be awarded directly to the Applicant. The Applicant cannot use the funds for any purpose 
substantially different from that expressed in the project application, although small deviations from the 
proposed budget within the overall total grant amount, such as substitution of vendors or changes in prices of 
goods or services, are allowable at the discretion of the Project Leader. The Applicant is responsible for 
submitting a final cost accounting to the Foundation. The Applicant is responsible for carrying out the project 
for which funds are awarded and for submitting a final project report to the Foundation. It is the responsibility 
of the Project Leader to contact the District office to verify a deposit has been made and to verify the amount of 
the award deposited into the designated account for their grant. No funds are to be spent until such verification 
has been made by the Project Leader. Neither the LEF nor the District will be held responsible for funds spent 
without prior verification and authorization by the District.  
 
The signatures of the various school officials (Principal, Department Chairpersons) signifies their agreement 
to allow the Applicant to carry out the proposed project as outlined in the application. The signatures of the 
various support service managers similarly signifies their agreement to supply the services outlined in the 
proposal. The school or school district is responsible for ensuring that any activities carried out under the 
award are conducted in accord with all relevant state laws, regulations and safety requirements.  


